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sanctions and standard of all truth.
But there has always been this double and incom-
patible tradition about the Veda that it is a book of
ritual and mythology and that it is a book of divine
knowledge. The Brahmanas seized on the one tradi-
tion> the Upanishads on the other. Later3 the learned
took the hymns for a book essentially of ritual and
works, they went elsewhere for pure knowledge;
but the instinct of the race bowed down before it
with an obstinate inarticulate memory of a loftier
tradition. And when in our age the Veda was brought
out of its obscure security behind the purdah of a
reverential neglect^ the same phenomenon reappears.
White Western scholarship extending the hints of
Sayana seemed to have classed it for ever as a ritual
liturgy to Nature-Gods^ the genius of the race lookiag
through the eyes of Dayananda pierced behind the
error of many centuries and received again the intui-
tion of a timeless revelation and a divine truth given
to humanity. In any case, we have to make one
choice or another. We can no longer securely enshrine
the Veda wrapped up in the folds of an ignorant
reverence or guarded by a pious self-deceit Ether
the Veda is what Sayana says it is, and tfiea we have
to leave it behind for ever as the document of a mytho-
logy and ritual which have no locger any Eving truth
<K force for thinking minds, or it is what the European
say it i$5 and then we have to put it away